
 



  

ACTS Community Group Schedule  

Week of January 3 – Acts 1:1-11 

Week of January 10 – Acts 1:12-26 

Week of January 17 – Acts 2:1-41 

Week of January 24 – Acts 2:42-47 

Week of January 31 – Acts 3:1-26 

Week of February 7 – Acts 4:1-21 

Week of February 14 - Acts 4:23-31 

Week of February 21- Acts 6:1-7 

Week of February 28 – Acts 8:1-40  

Week of March 7 – Acts 9:1-31 

Week of March 14 – Acts 10:1-48 

Week of March 21 – Acts 12:25 – 13:4 

Week of March 28 – Acts 14:1-28 

Week of April 4 – Acts 15:36-16:10  

Week of April 11 – Acts 16:11-34 



  

Week of April 18 – Acts 17:1-5 

Week of April 25 - Acts 17:16-34 

Week of May 2 – Acts 18:1-28 

Week of May 9 – Acts 20:13-37 

Week of May 16 – Acts 25: 23-26:32 

Week of May 28 – Acts 28:16-31 

May 30, 2020 – July 25, 2020 Summer Break  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

ACTS 1:1-11 
 

BACKGROUND 

The book of Acts was written by one of the Apostle Paul’s companions named Luke who was a historian and a 

doctor by trade (Colossians 4:14). Most scholars believe he wrote the book no later than about 64 AD, which was 

about 30 years after the death of Jesus. Luke wrote Acts and the Gospel of Luke for a man named Theophilus, 

whom he addresses in Acts 1 and Luke 1. In Luke 1 we can reasonably guess from the title given to Theolophilus 

(“most excellent”) that he was a Roman official and a convert (“what you have been taught”). 

       

In Acts, Luke’s great theme is not simply the history of the early church, but the history of the mission of the early 

church. His primary goal isn’t to give us an exhaustive description of life among believers in this time period. 

Rather, his primary aim is to show us how the gospel throughout the known world and how it changed lives, 

families, cities, and peoples.  

      

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 1:1-11 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. What does v1 tell us about Luke’s theme or subject for the book of Acts? Why do you think that knowing 

this is important?  

 

2. Why do you think Jesus prepares the apostles’ minds (v3) before he sends them power (v4)?  

 

3. What does the apostles’ question in v6 reveal about their understanding of the kingdom? How does Jesus 

correct and inform their understanding in v7-8?  

 

4. What are the modern equivalences of the places Jesus mentions in v8? How does this inform our 

understanding of how the gospel spreads?  

 

5. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage? 

 

6. In what ways can we be praying for each other?  

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

ACTS 1:12-26 
 

BACKGROUND 

In Acts, Luke’s great theme is not simply the history of the early church, but the history of the mission of the early 

church. His primary goal isn’t to give us an exhaustive description of life among believers in this time period. 

Rather, his primary aim is to show us how the gospel throughout the known world and how it changed lives, 

families, cities, and peoples.  

 

In last week’s passage Jesus told the Apostles in v4, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about.” He also told them in v8, “... you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” 

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 1:12-26 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. In last week’s passage, Jesus told the apostles to not begin their mission but to wait for the Holy Spirit (v4 

and v8). To prepare themselves for this, they prayed together in v13-14. What characterized this time of 

prayer and in what ways do you think this prepared them? 

     

2. What do the apostles and believers do to prepare for the power of the Holy Spirit in 1:15-26? In what 

ways do you think this prepared them?  

       

3. How has God been preparing you in the last few months or years for authentically being on mission to 

your friends, neighbors, and co-workers?  

 

4. How has God been preparing us as a small group for authentically being on mission to each other’s 

friends, neighbors, and co-workers?  

 

5. In what ways can we be praying for each other?  

 

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

ACTS 2: 1-41 
 

BACKGROUND 

In today’s passage, the 12 apostles are together with 120 believers in the city of Jerusalem shortly after Jesus 

had died, came back alive, and miraculously ascended into heaven. Jesus is about to send all of them on mission 

to tell the world about the message of the gospel but he first told them to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit 

comes in power, which we’ll see in today’s passage.  

 

In Acts 2 we see that there are thousands of people who are Jewish and are visiting the city of Jerusalem. At this 

juncture in history, there were Jewish people living all over the known world and many of them would come 

regularly for the annual Jewish festival called Passover and most would stick around for an extra couple months 

to celebrate another Jewish festival called Pentecost. The festival of Pentecost is the setting of the story in Acts 2.  

 

In the Genesis 11 there is a story called “the tower of Babel” where a unified group of people rebelliously, 

pridefully, and arrogantly start building an enormous tower as a monument to their awesomeness and 

independence from God. In response to their motives, God confused the people’s languages so that they couldn’t 

unify together in their quest to rebelliously build the tower. Fast forward to our passage in Acts 2, we see God’s 

mercy in reversing what he did at the tower of Babel. In this passage, God radically unifies the languages of 

people through the power of the Holy Spirit in order to show them a bold glimpse of his mercy towards humanity 

and to give credibility to the message of the gospel.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 2:1-41 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS              

  

1. In v5-13, the God-fearing Jews from all over the world heard the believers “declaring the wonders of God” 

in their own native languages. What are some of the various ways this impacted the crowd?  

            

2. In v12, some in the crowd ask “what does this mean?” In v14-36, what are some of the main points that 

you notice in Peter’s explanation to the crowd?  

    

3. In v37, what kind of impact does Peter’s explanation have on the crowd? Why do you think they were 

impacted in this way? 

 

4. In v37, some in the crowd ask Peter “what shall we do?” What are the main points in Peter’s response to 

this question? What kind of impact does this have on the crowd? 

 

5. What would you have been thinking and feeling had you been in the crowd that day? How do you think 

you would have responded? 

              

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage and 

for each other? 



  

 

 

ACTS 2:42-47 
 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, the 12 apostles were together with 120 believers in the city of Jerusalem shortly after 

Jesus had died, came back alive, and miraculously ascended into heaven. At that time, the city of Jerusalem was 

celebrating the festival of Pentecost where thousands of Jewish people were visiting there from all over the world. 

During the festival, the Holy Spirit came and empowered the apostles and believers whereby Peter preached the 

gospel to the massive crowd in Jerusalem and 3,000 new believers were added to the church in a single day. This 

week’s passage describes how believing the gospel radically formed and shaped the rhythms of life in this new 

church community in Jerusalem. 

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 2:36-47 (but we’re primarily studying v42-47) 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. This passage describes the new rhythms in the lives of these new believers. How do you think these 

rhythms helped them grow spiritually?  

 

 

2. Even though the rhythms and descriptions of life in this new church are very inspiring, one of the larger 

points to notice is that believing the gospel (v36-41) is what shaped the life of this church (v42-47). In 

what ways does believing the gospel shape your church and your small group?  

 

 

3. What do you think made this church community attractive for unbelievers to join and be a part of? (v47)  

 

 

4. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage and 

for each other? 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

ACTS 3:1-26 
 

BACKGROUND 

In this passage we see Peter and John walking together in the city of Jerusalem near the temple courts, where 

the Jewish people came regularly to worship God and to sacrifice animals for their sins. Peter and John are two of 

the 12 Apostles that are leading the newly formed church in Jerusalem of over 3,000 new believers which we read 

about last week. 

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 3:1-26 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

    

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Throughout the course of this passage, how would you describe the thoughts and emotions of the man 

who was healed? 

 

2. What essential facts does Peter tell the crowd about Jesus in v14-20? Why do you think this information 

was important for the crowd to hear? 

 

3. What do you think Peter meant by “times of refreshing may come”? What has that looked like in your life? 

 

 

4. The man who was healed initially only wanted money (v3) but instead he received physical healing (v8) 

and probably salvation. Similarly, people often begin by seeking God for lesser things than the more 

important things that He wants to give us. How has this been true in your life?  

 

 

5. What things do we learn about mission in this passage?  

 

 

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage and 

for each other? 

 

 

 



  

 

ACTS 4:1-21 
 

BACKGROUND 

This passage picks up where last week’s left off. Peter and John, who were two of the 12 Apostles that were 

leading the newly formed church in Jerusalem of over 3,000 new believers, were walking together in the city of 

Jerusalem near the temple courts where the Jewish people came regularly to worship God and to sacrifice 

animals for their sins. A man who was unable to walk from birth was physically healed during their interaction with 

Peter & John and afterwards Peter preached about Jesus to the astonished crowd.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 4:1-21 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

      

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Why do you think it’s significant that Peter refers to Jesus as “the cornerstone” of a building project? What 

do you think this means practically when it comes to following Jesus?  

 

 

2. Do you think it’s arrogant for Peter to think and talk like he does in v12? Why or why not?  

 

 

3. Why do you think it was astonishing to the Jewish leaders that Peter and John were “unschooled ordinary 

men” (v13)? What do you think this means for how we understand leadership in the church?  

 

 

4. What motivated Peter and John to speak about Jesus in v19-20? What does this tell us about the 

motivations of followers of Jesus?  

 

 

5. What do we learn about mission from this passage?  

 

 

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage and 

for each other? 

 

 

 



  

 

ACTS 4:23-31 
 

BACKGROUND 

This passage picks up where last week’s left off. Peter and John, who were two of the 12 Apostles that were 

leading the newly formed church in Jerusalem of over 3,000 new believers, were walking together in the city of 

Jerusalem. A man who was unable to walk from birth was physically healed during their interaction with Peter & 

John and afterwards Peter preached about Jesus to the astonished crowd. Both of them were escorted to the 

Jewish leaders and before letting them go, the leaders threaded them and commanded them to stop speaking or 

teaching about Jesus.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 4:23-31 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

     

QUESTIONS 

 

1. After hearing Peter & John’s report of what happened, the reaction of the believers was to pray (v23-24). 

Why do you think this was their first reaction?  

 

2. The believers prayed out loud together (v24). What’s the value in people praying out loud together as 

opposed to keeping prayer as just a private experience?  

 

3. The believers spend the first big chunk of their prayer talking to God about how actively powerful he is 

(v24-28). Why do you think this was helpful to them as they prayed?  

 

4. Certainly it is good to pray for God to change circumstances in our lives! However, it’s worth noting that 

the believers in this passage instead asked God to enable them to speak with great boldness about Jesus 

(v29). Why do you think they prayed like this?  

 

5. How does a prayer like this compare to how you’ve normally experienced prayer? In what ways does this 

passage encourage or challenge you in your outlook on God and prayer?  

 

6. How can we pray in response to this passage and for each other? 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 6:1-7 
 

BACKGROUND 

Up until this point, the primary issues that the local church of 10,000 believers in Jerusalem had were from 

outside the church in the form persecution from the Jewish leaders in the city. In tonight’s passage, we see some 

of the first recorded issues from inside the church and how they were handled.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 6:1-7 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. What are the points of conflict in this passage?  

 

 

2. What is Godly and mature about the way the apostles handled this conflict?  

 

 

3. What do you think it means to be “full of the Spirit and wisdom” (v3)? Why do you think this was an 

important qualification for leadership in the church?  

 

 

4. How is the spreading of the word of God in v7 connected to the conflict being resolved? 

 

 

5. In what ways should conflict be different among believers compared to others? Why?  

 

 

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage and 

for each other? 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 8:1-40 
 

BACKGROUND 

In chapter 7, one of the newly appointed deacons in the Jerusalem church, Stephen, is stoned to death by a 

Pharisee named Saul and other Jewish religious leaders for testifying about Jesus. Fear, panic, and chaos then 

takes hold in the Jerusalem church.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 8:1-40 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. In v1-4, Stephen’s execution (and subsequent persecutions) resulted in the scattering of the believers 

and the word being preached everywhere they went. This is an an example of God working through a 

disaster for his glory. In what ways have you seen God work through a disaster in your life for his glory? 

 

 

2. In v4, the scattered believers preached the word wherever they went. Why do you think that talking about 

Jesus with others is a normal and authentic part of following Jesus?  

 

 

3. What are some similarities and differences in this passage between Simon the Sorcerer and the 

Ethiopian Eunuch?  

 

 

4. What is commendable about the way Phillip handled his conversation with the Ethiopian Eunuch?  

 

 

5. In your spiritual journey, what are some times that your heart & motives have been like Simon the 
Sorcerer and what are some times that your heart & motives have been like the Ethiopian? How did the 
gospel impact you in these times?  

 
 

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you? How can we pray in response to this passage?  



  

ACTS 9:1-31 
 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, the church in Jerusalem came under heavy persecution from the Jewish religious leaders, 

primarily led by a Pharisee named Saul. He was intent on destroying the church and went from house to house in 

Jerusalem, dragging the believers to prison. Meanwhile, the church largely fled to find safety in other parts of the 

region.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 9:1-31 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. After not eating or drinking for 3 days, Saul decides to get baptized before anything else (v18-19). What 

does this tell us about what he was thinking and praying about for 3 days?  

 

  

2. What does this passage tell us about how people change? What does this mean for how we think about 

ourselves and others?  

 

 

3. What can we learn from the examples of Ananias, Barnabas, and the rest of the Christian community in 

this passage?  

 

 

4. What do you think it looks like practically for a local church community to live in the fear of the Lord and to 

be encouraged by the Holy Spirit? (v31) 

 

 

5. How does this passage encourage or challenge you?  

 

 

6. How can we pray in response to this passage and for each other? 

  



  

ACTS 10:1-48 
 

BACKGROUND 

In this passage, God gives Peter a miraculous vision which leads to an unlikely encounter with a Roman 

Centurion, which is a Roman soldier who was the commander of 100 soldiers. The Centurion’s name is Cornelius, 

who was a very devout and religious man but without the gospel. It was against Jewish custom to associate with 

non-Jewish people like Cornelius. And even though there are countless references in the Old Testament to a time 

in the future when God’s favor would be poured out on the Gentiles (non-Jews), it was unthinkable for Peter and 

the Jewish people that the gospel could be believed and embraced by people who weren’t culturally Jewish.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 10:1-48 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

       

1. In what ways are God’s patience and kindness shown throughout this passage?  

 

2. God doesn’t show favoritism and accepts everyone who fears him and does what is right (v34-35). What 

does this tell us about some of the unique reasons why Christians value people from other cultures and 

backgrounds?  

 

3. Cornelius is an example of a person who is very religious and good but without the gospel. What does 

this passage tell us about people like this?   

 

4. In what ways does Cornelius remind you of yourself at some point in your life? How did the gospel come 

alive to you when you were devout & religious?  

 

5. How does this passage encourage or challenge you?  

 

6. How can we pray in response to this passage and for each other?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 12:25-13:4 
PRAY 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The last time we heard from Saul, he had escaped to Tarsus because some people he had been preaching the 

gospel to were trying to kill him (Acts 9:30). He went to Tarsus and it seems as though he ministered in and 

around that city for 6-9 years. Meanwhile, near the end of his time in Tarsus a church had been established in 

Antioch because believers had been scattered all over due to persecution in Jerusalem (Acts 7). Antioch is north 

of Jerusalem and it took two weeks of walking to get there. 

 

The church in Jerusalem heard about what was going on at Antioch so they sent Barnabas to check things out 

(Acts 11:1-30). Barnabas subsequently ministered in Antioch for quite a while and during that time he traveled to 

Tarsus to find Saul and brought him to Antioch (11:25-26). They ministered together in Antioch for a year. Some 

time later there was a famine in Judea so the Antioch church raised money and sent Barnabas & Saul to deliver it 

to the Jerusalem Church (11:27-30). That’s the mission that they’re referring to in 12:25 in tonight’s passage. 

 

The city of Antioch had nearly 500,000 people and the church there was very diverse, as indicated by the list of 

leaders in tonight’s passage. Barnabas was Jewish from the Island of Cyprus, Simeon was called “Niger” 

(pronounced nI-Jer) which means “the black”, almost certainly indicating that he was a black African man. Lucian 

was from “Cyrene” which was in North Africa. He may have been black, but most of the people of North Africa at 

that time were not. Manaen was either a foster-brother or relative of Herod the tetrarch, and thus was of royal 

upper class status. And then there was Saul, who was an accomplished academically trained Jewish man who 

was a former Pharisee.  

 

This is the environment where the first missionaries were intentionally sent out on mission by a local church.  

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 12:25-13:4 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. This church became the first intentional “sending church” in history. Besides the Holy Spirit’s leading in 

v2, what do you think were some additional factors that God used to cultivate a culture of “sending” in this 

church?  

 

2. Why do you think Luke spends time explaining the diversity of the leaders in v1 and how do you think this 

relates to the mission of sending out called and qualified leaders?  

 

3. How does this passage apply to us as a small group as we desire to send out leaders to start new small 

groups in the Dubuque area?  

 

4. In what ways can we be specifically praying in response to this passage and our discussion?  

 

5. What else can we be praying about for each other? 



  

ACTS 14:1-28 
 

PRAY 

 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, Paul and Barnabas were sent out on their first missionary journey from their church in 

Antioch (13:1-4). This was the continued fulfillment of what Jesus said in Acts 1:8, that “you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” In this case, Paul and Barnabas are 

taking the gospel to the ends of the Earth.  

 

After preaching the gospel on the island of Cyprus (13:4-12), they traveled to the mainland and made their way to 

Pisidian Antioch where many Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) responded favorably to the gospel, to the point where 

“the word of the Lord spread throughout the whole region” (13:49). But many of the Jewish leaders fiercely 

opposed them so they continued their mission to the city of Iconium. For more on the geography of their journey, 

check out the map on the last page. 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 14:1-28 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. In what ways do you think the gospel presentation in v15-17 is specially tailored to what this crowd 

needed to hear? 

 

2. After being stoned by his critics, Paul gets back up to continue preaching in the city (v19-20). What do 

you think motivated his perseverance and in what situations is God calling you to persevere in mission? 

 

3. In v21-22, Paul and Barnabas backtrack to spend time strengthening and encouraging the disciples. 

What important things does this tell us about the process of making disciples?  

 

4. Luke emphasizes that Paul and Barnabas strengthened and encouraged the disciples to remain true to 

the faith by telling them, “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God” (v22). What 

do you think this means and why do you think these disciples needed to hear this?  

 

5. What would it look like to incorporate v22 into the way you disciple people?  

 

6. How can we pray in response to this passage?  

 

        7.    What are some other ways we can be praying for each other? 

 

 



  

ACTS 15:36-16:10 

 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, Paul and Barnabas returned to their “sending church” in Antioch upon the completion of 

their 1st missionary journey (see maps for details). In this week’s passage, Paul and Barnabas have spent about 

2 years in Antioch and are in the planning stage of their 2nd missionary journey.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 15:36-16:10 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. In v36-41, why do you think Luke bothered to include this sharp disagreement in his book about the 

mission of the gospel that’s empowered by the Holy Spirit? How does the inclusion of this passage 

encourage believers today as they’re on mission in their neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces?  

 

2. In what ways do you think that adding Timothy to the team aids or slows down the mission of the gospel 

(v1-5)? What do you think this means for how local churches should approach doing gospel ministry 

today? 

 

3. In v6-10, what do we learn about God’s leading of people who are on mission? What do you think this 

means for believers today as they’re on mission in their neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces?  

 

4. As we observe all the peaks and valleys of being on mission throughout this passage, what can we learn 

about the outlook and attitude of someone who is on mission in a healthy and sustainable way? What 

does this mean for your life and mission?  

 

5. How can we pray in response to this passage?  

 

What are some other ways we can be praying for each other?  

 

 

 



  

ACTS 16:11-34 
 

BACKGROUND 

In this passage, Paul and his traveling companions continue on their 2nd missionary journey to take the message 

of gospel “to the ends of the Earth” (Acts 1:8).  In last week’s passage, Paul saw a vision of a “man from 

Macedonia” who was begging for Paul and his companions to “come over to Macedonia and help us.” At once 

they got up and left, concluding that God had called them to preach the gospel there.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 16:11-34 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

  

QUESTIONS 

 

1. What does v14 tell us about how people change? What implications does this have for our expectations 

when it comes to the rate at which people change and how & when they change? Why?  

 

2. One of the outworkings of Lydia being changed by the gospel was using her home for hospitality (v15). In 

what ways is opening your home for hospitality a natural outworking of being changed by the gospel?  

 

3. What can we learn from the story of the jailer and his family in regards to how God uses people and 

circumstances to impact people with the message of the gospel?  

 

4. In v40, Paul and Silas met with a bunch of other believers at Lydia’s house, indicating that there were 

probably many other conversions in Philippi besides Lydia and the jailer’s family. Why do you think Luke 

highlights the conversions of Lydia and the jailer in particular? What do you think he’s trying to show his 

readers?  

 

5. How can we pray in response to this passage? 

 

6. In what ways can we be praying for each other?  

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 17:1-15 
 

BACKGROUND 

In this passage, Paul and his traveling companions continue on their 2nd missionary journey to take the message 

of gospel “to the ends of the Earth” (Acts 1:8).  In last week’s passage, they preached the gospel and planted a 

church in the city of Philippi where there were notable conversions such as Lydia the wealthy business owner and 

the Philippian jailer’s family. Now the missionary crew makes their way to the next city, Thessalonica.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 17:1-15 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Luke indicates that jealousy was motivating the antagonism of the Thessalonians (v5). What are some 

other common motivations of people who are antagonistic about Christianity? In what ways does this 

cultivate compassion in you towards these types of people?  

 

2. What do you find commendable about the Bereans’ use of scripture? In what ways do you sense a need 

to grow in this area of your life? Why?  

 

3. The Bereans seem to have struck a healthy balance of being genuinely open to change but without being 

gullible. How does a follower of Jesus cultivate this kind of healthy balance over the course of time?  

 

4. How does this passage encourage or challenge you?  

 

How can we be praying for each other?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 17:16-34 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, Paul and his traveling companions preached the gospel and planted a churches in 

Thessalonica and Berea. However, many of the Thessalonians hated him so much that not only did they run him 

out of Thessalonica but they also traveled to Berea and agitated the crowd against him so much that Paul’s 

friends had to send him off to Athens. In this week’s passage, Paul is in the city of Athens which was the 

intellectual hub of the known world and chock-full of statues and shrines to gods and goddesses.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 17:16-34 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Paul was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols (v16). What are some idols in your city 

that you’ve been greatly distressed by? In what ways has God used this to cultivate compassion in you 

towards people in your city?  

 

2. What are some ways that Paul’s message in v22-31 fits this audience and shows them who the true God 

is?  

 

3. While Paul is proclaiming the gospel, he quotes a couple poets that his audience were familiar with (v28), 

which would be the modern equivalence of quoting Taylor Swift lyrics. In what ways does this help Paul 

as an effective communicator of the gospel? Why? 

 

4. One of the intended outworking’s of God’s sovereignty over human history (v26) is so that people would 

seek him and find him (v27). In what ways is this meant to be an encouragement to believers?  

 

5. Paul left the Areopagus even though some wanted to hear him again on the subject (v33). In what ways 

was his departure probably a good idea and not rooted in “giving up on people”? What have been some 

situations where you’ve wrestled with a similar decision and your motives for doing so?  

 

6. How does this passage encourage or challenge you?  

 

How what ways can we be praying for each other?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 18:1-28 
 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, Paul and his traveling companions preached the gospel and planted a church in the city 

of Athens. After this he sailed to the city of Corinth, which was the most influential city of the province of Achaia in 

terms of politics and economics.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 18:1-28 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. In what ways does the encouragement from the Lord in v9 meet Paul where he’s at? What’s an example 

of how the Lord’s encouragement has met you in this way? In what ways did it lead to fruitful ministry like 

it did for Paul?  

 

2. When Priscilla and Aquila explained the way of God more accurately to Apollos, what can we learn from 

the ways in which they ministered to him? What implications does this have for how we should approach 

gospel ministry? 

 

3. What can we learn from the example of Priscilla and Aquila when it comes to men & women laboring 

alongside each other in gospel ministry? Why is this significant?  

 

4. There are multiple examples in this passage of investing in leaders and releasing them to flourish in 

gospel ministry. What can we learn from these examples when it comes to how we approach this at River 

City?  

 

5. How does this passage encourage or challenge you?  

 

6. In what ways can we be praying for each other?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 20:13-37 
 

BACKGROUND 

In last week’s passage, Paul dropped off Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus to begin the work of evangelism and 

church planting. Paul then proceeded to make his way to Jerusalem, then up to Antioch, then he cut through the 

middle of modern day Turkey to visit and encourage some of the churches that he had planted on a previous 

missionary journey. Then in chapter 19 he traveled to Ephesus and spent 3 years preaching the gospel and 

building the church while deepening relationships with the believers there. He then visited a few more of the 

churches that he planted and now he and his crew are circling back around and making one last visit to the 

Elders/leaders of the Ephesian church.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 20:13-37 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. How would you describe the relationship between Paul and the Ephesian elders? What insight does this 

give us about relationships in the local church in general and the connection between mission & 

friendship?  

 

2. In this passage, what are some ways that we see the eternal weightiness of gospel ministry in the local 

church? In what ways does this challenge your thinking and outlook?  

 

3. How does Paul understand leadership in the local church? How does this compare and contrast with how 

leadership is typically understood in the workplace? What accounts for these similarities and differences?  

 

4. How can we pray in response to this passage?  

 

5. What are some other things we can be praying for each other about?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 25:23-26:32 
 

BACKGROUND 

The last time we saw Paul in Acts 20 he was tearfully saying farewell to the Elders of the church in Ephesus. 

From there he set sail for Jerusalem and upon arriving he was greeted by a chaotic ambush of Jews who were 

angry about him preaching the gospel of Jesus. This eventually led to Paul being arrested by the Romans and 

eventually being transferred as a prisoner to the city of Caesarea to be held by the Roman Governor named Felix. 

After being in jail for 2 years, Felix was succeeded by Governor Festus and one day the Roman King of the 

territory named Agrippa rolled into town. King Agrippa was curious about Paul after hearing about him from 

Festus, so Festus decided to bring Paul to him to hear him speak.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 25:23-26:32 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. In v4-11, Paul is sharing about what his life was like before he surrendered to Jesus. If you’re comfortable 

sharing, what was your life like before you surrendered to Jesus in regard to your feelings, attitudes, 

actions, and relationships? And in hindsight, what were some ways God began drawing you to Christ? 

 

2. In 26:12-18, Paul shares about his conversion when he began following Jesus as his forgiver and leader. 

If you’re comfortable sharing, what did this experience/process look like for you?  

 

3. In 26:19-23, Paul shares about what his new life has looked like after surrendering himself to the lordship 

of Jesus. If you’re comfortable sharing, what has this looked like for you? For example, in what ways have 

your feelings, attitudes, actions, and relationships been slowly but progressively transformed by God?  

 

4. In 26:27, Paul ends by asking a non-threatening question that requires a response. Why do you think 

Paul did this? And what are some ways that you can do this without making your friends feel cornered or 

pressured? 

 

5. In this passage, Paul is sharing his story with people who aren’t followers of Jesus. Why do you think that 

sharing our story with people like this is often a powerful and effective way of communicating about 

Jesus? What are some false beliefs that keep us from doing this and what truths of the gospel do we 

need to believe instead?  

 

6. What are some ways we can be praying for each other? 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ACTS 28:16-31 
 

BACKGROUND 

In this passage, Paul the prisoner has finally reached Rome after appealing his imprisonment to Caesar himself. 

But in the midst of these challenging circumstances, the ministry of the gospel still moved forth.  

 

PRAY 

 

PLEASE READ ACTS 28:16-31 

 

SHARE OBSERVATIONS (Who? What? When? Where? Repeating words, phrases, & themes?) 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. What do we learn in this passage about the proverbial “ebb and flow” of gospel ministry? In what ways is 

this encouraging to you when it comes to gospel ministry in your neighborhood and workplace?  

 

       

2. Why do you think Luke leaves us hanging like this in v30-31? Does this seem like an appropriate ending 

to the book of Acts? Why or why not?  

 

      

3. How would you sum up the theme or message of the book of Acts into one sentence? 

 

 

 

4. Thinking back on the last several months of studying Acts, what major lessons stick out to you? What 

verses or incidents were the most personally significant for you? Why?  

 

 

 

5. What can we be praying about in response to our last few months in Acts?  

 

 

6. What else can we be praying about for each other?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


